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S1 Dataset

We use a set of de-identified billing records from a Western European mobile phone service provider [1,
2, 3, 4, 5, 6]. The records cover approximately 10M subscribers within a single country over 3 years
of activity. Each billing record, for voice and text services, contains the unique identifiers of the caller
placing the call and the callee receiving the call; an identifier for the cellular antenna (tower) that handled
the call; and the date and time when the call was placed. Coupled with a dataset describing the locations
(latitude and longitude) of cellular towers, we have the approximate location of the caller when placing
the call. For this work we do not distinguish between voice calls and text messages, and refer to either
communication type as a “call.”

These phone records cover approximately 20% of the country’s mobile phone market. However,
we also possess identification numbers for phones that are outside the service provider but that make or
receive calls to users within the company. While we do not possess any other information about these
lines, nor anything about their users or calls that are made to other numbers outside the service provider,
we do have records pertaining to all calls placed to or from those ID numbers involving subscribers

1



a

719

168

494

9

4 7

795

142

849

205

475

598

203

573

180

284

361

377

772

345

202

7 2

602 7 1

344

416

591

303

479

766

292

8 1

635

444

211

412

368

473

730

230

115

6 4

255

863

720

241

263

580

9 1

109

427

267

425

350

551

132

888

221

832

537

442

648

600

531

321

270

324

9 0

622

330

331

443

749

193

394

743

139

757

871

186

6 3

353

396

153

527

525

320

659

7

5 5

646

885

138

318

745

690

197

588

9 9

698

260 878

249

5 7

683

355

1 4

354

360

465

610

9 3

302

113

169

867

482

837

844

666

677

125

836

502

300

637

449

2

458

273

418

137

695

571

817

239

306

548729

696

776

385

623

3 0433

671 835

583

555

369

493

289

250

4

866

8 0

784

877

731

607529

853

470

163

181

312

799

283

611356

6 7

341

393

5 9

838 773

2 2

670

187

352

705

778

129

4 4

541

308

436

375

423

3702 3

196

556

167

143

3 3

485

135

390

406

404

5 1

813

403

870

631

722

474

6 9

507

680

737

788

190

894

191808592

747

660

590

366

5 0

3 8

669

492

559

504

461

554

816

882

735

736

162

126

532

365

752

408

658

673

644

896254 845

552

667

515 801

468

363

248

381

608

794

9 2

252

8 9

5 4

539

534

415

326

421

367

286

198

251

697

758

530

594

500

309

860

228

188

699

818

151

681

9 4

5 3

750

379

234

856

514

675

761

616

294

718

275

194

617577

220

586

305

274

581

372

214

516

606

873

127

229

478

212

710

299

277

562

362

847

656

777

782

491

545

262

495

540

854

1 3

506

480

533

217

170

253

311

434 883

6 6

763

424

323

232

4 9

259

156

738

304

875

5 8

1 1

8 2

435

172

426

6 0

223

884

336

685

812

8 3

4 3

164

715

708

154

739

9 6

498

4 8

661

446

779

891

287

451

7 4

535

724

400

589

218

543

890

7 8

3 5

373

4 0

1 6

206

314

136

407

553

523

199

281

4662 7

865

544

2 4

219

269

6 1

276663

332

209

328

881

595

1

118

101

422

564

501

141

454

244

800

346

827

351

182

899

247

728

195327

7 6

104

803

184

649

769

846

430

546

173

864

634

257

401

380

802

789

489

603

145

716

725

265486

402

579

672

2 5

405

9 8

123

119

704

674

347

693

652

2 0

822

144 301

512

1 0

613

213

158

517

338

161

226

734

654

792

3824 6

682

824

335

282

3 6

650

111

558

618

874

317

807

200

756

383

192

450

6

889

467

348

640

397

511

288

5

340175

771

723

389

585

755

272

6 2

748

619

413

149

146557 409

155

1 2

651

152

593

337

547

189

627

392

711

852

8 7

760

245

5 6

744

342

664

626

278

106

575

264

793

236

848

8 6

376

872

349

528

122

522

448

786

688 3

0

897550

759

840

460

584

3 2

510

8 4

108

751

459

242

561

414

804

569

117

364

587

742

754

296

462

4 5

686

879

630

258

2 8

727

526

810

105

455

620

701

609

823

843

665

391

439

706

329

833

103

797

841

712

177

483

7 9

411

524

225

7 5

185

599

774

886

574

148

476

814

102

565

657

643

429

1 5

420

131

417

709

271

825

290

399

484

453

796

3 7

859

165

166

240

601

121

110

508

128

472

384

829

8 5

576

310

721

313

6 8

775

809

374

8

457

513

783

676

440

477

499

662

741

7 3

481

285

746

7 7

107

668

140 678

851

834

398

740

280

298

1 7

215

497

887

570

174

821

233

819

388

315

387

768

521

130

447

112

790

120

224

850

183

179

876

428

297

256

621

536

452 268

371

359469

9 7

157 208

828

811

694

642

204

207

471

702

490

519

2 6

3 1

334

293

343

8 8

700

628

572

858

176

325

520

679

560

567

279

322

638

6 5

830

732

765

798

549

437

7 0

655

629

625

505

261 463

171

333

582

707

503

596

893

714

419

231

791

266

410

703487

787

237

124

291

604

456

855

243

496

509

597

762

806

133

210

780

862

4 2

566

770

339

222

160

614

641

518

201

147

114

869

687

1 9

238

319

820

563

857

633

880

227

612

235

441

568

785

431

542

438 805

316

691

892

895

639

178

538

831

150

753

3 4

647

653

692

2 1

826

9 5

378

464

2 9

295

3 9

445

159

1 8

395

645

815

246

868

684

116

839

689

134

5 2

578

615

733

726

717

632

307

357

386

605

624

764

842

100

898

781

216

358

636

767

4 1

900

432

861

488

713

b

10-7

10-6

10-5

10-4

10-3

10-2

10-1

100

100 101 102

P
r(

k)

k

β = 1.45
κ = 23.4

10-7

10-6

10-5

10-4

10-3

10-2

10-1

100

100 101 102

P
r(

k o
ut

)

kout

β = 1.44
κ = 16.8

10-7

10-6

10-5

10-4

10-3

10-2

10-1

100

100 101 102

P
r(

k i
n)

kin

β = 1.54
κ = 16.9

Figure S1: Properties of mobility networks. (a) An example mobility network (MobNet), drawn without using spatial
coordinates. Several dense cores are visible, as are a number of unusually long loops, representing one-time trips. Node
colors indicate habitats, discovered using Infomap [9]. Link weights and directions have been omitted for clarity. (b) Degree
distributions (undirected, outdegree, and indegree) for all MobNets. All are well described by a power law with an exponential
cutoff, Pr(k) ∼ k−βe−k/κ, meaning that users typically visit many locations only a small number of times while a few locations
are visited many times. Note that here “degree” refers to the number of connections per location (the number of unique
locations visited before or after visiting that location) not the number of communication partners a user has.

covered by our dataset. Thus egocentric networks [7] between users within the company and their im-
mediate neighbors only are complete. This information was used to generate egocentric communication
networks and to study the MFC probability and its relationship to human mobility patterns.

We generate a sample population of approximately 90k users (specifically, N = 88137), using the
criteria introduced in [3]. Each user’s call history during our nine-month tracking period yields three
time series: (i) event times for when calls are made, kept to an hourly resolution; (ii) locations of calls, as
quantified by the cellular tower transmitting the call; and (iii) communication partners who receive calls.
These time series allow us to reconstruct both geographic trajectories and egocentric communication
networks for each user.

S2 Mobility networks

We construct for each sample user a weighted, directed mobility network G (or MobNet for short) using
the user’s time-ordered trajectory {L(t1), L(t2), . . .}, where L(t) is the location the user called from at time
t. Each link (Li → L j) in G represents the user placing a call at location Li followed by a call at location
L j. The weight on link (Li → L j) gives the number of times the user made that particular relocation
during the sample window.

In Fig. S1a we draw the mobility network of a single user. This network was drawn using a typical
force-directed graph layout algorithm [8] and does not use geographic tower locations. We see several
dense cores comprising groups of frequently visited locations as well as a number of long loops or chains
representing sequential calls placed during one-time, typically long-range trips. These mobility networks
feature broad degree distributions, well described by a truncated power law of the form Pr(k) ∼ k−βe−k/κ,
for constants β and κ, where k is the number of connections of a location (or number of unique locations
visited before or after visiting that location). The nature of this broad distribution is not surprising given
the Zipf law for location selections, observed in [2] (see also Main text Fig. 4a). Although one may
not expect this distribution to hold for both in- and out-degrees, we do observe similar patterns in our
directed networks.
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S3 Mobility habitats

In this work we start by identifying groups of related locations, for each user. These groups may cor-
respond to home, work, school, or any number of other contexts throughout daily life. The mobility
networks we study are inherently spatial, possessing a unique geographical embedding, yet we do not
discover these groups through spatial clustering methods, so it may be misleading to refer to these
groups as clusters. Likewise, although we use a community detection method known as Infomap [9] to
find these groups, mobility networks are not social networks, so referring to these groups as communi-
ties may also be misleading. To avoid confusion, we instead term these groups “habitats.” We rank each
user’s habitats by the total number of phone calls that occur within the habitat, so that Habitat 1 is most
active, Habitat 2 is second most active, etc. Habitats are not ranked by number of locations, though these
tend to correlate. See Methods and materials in the main text for details on how to apply Infomap.

S3.1 Justification for Infomap

There are numerous algorithms for detecting communities in networks [10]. We believe Infomap to be
ideally suited for our purposes here, for two main reasons. The first reason is that it is specifically capable
of handling both weighted and directed networks, and much of the focus of the original publication [9]
was devoted to the sometimes confusing effects of community structure in directed networks. Infomap’s
theoretical basis rests upon the notion of random walkers moving through the network. These walkers
can readily adapt to link weights and link directions, no modifications to the underlying algorithm are
necessary.

The second reason for adopting Infomap relates to a result from Park, Lee, and González [11].
They present the at-first-glance paradoxical result that a random walk model on an empirically-derived
mobility network does well at reproducing macroscopic phenomena, such as the gyradius. This seems
surprising given that human beings have long-term memory, and consistently travel between fixed sets
of destinations [2], unlike a diffusing random walker. Even in [3] it was shown, using estimates of the
Kolmogorov entropy of a human trajectory, that there is more information in a trajectory than estimated
by the Shannon entropy alone. (The resolution of this paradox is to note that a random walker exploring
a new space of locations will not be able to generate mobility networks such as those we derive from
the mobile phone data; a more complex modeling framework is necessary [4].) Thus, while there is
information in a human trajectory beyond the mobility network, the mobility network still captures a
great deal of mobility phenomena. Infomap’s theoretical basis exactly matches this random-walker-on-
a-mobility-network model.

S3.2 Additional properties of mobility habitats

We remark on several additional features of mobility habitats not fully discussed in the main text. In
Fig. S2 we plot the distributions over the sampled user population of several quantities of interest for
the habitats. These are the “size” of each habitat, as given by the number of unique locations within the
habitat; the “weight” of each habitat, given by the number of phone calls placed from locations within the
habitat; the fraction of days during the nine-month sample window where the user was active making
calls and observed in the habitat; and the distribution of habitat spatial extent, given by the gyradius.
We see that the primary habitat tends to contain most locations and the overwhelming majority of call
activity, and that many users appear in their primary habitat almost every day. Thus the primary habitat
tends to capture the intrinsic or typical day-to-day activity of a user.

Another feature we study here is the spatial extent of habitat h, captured by its gyradius rg(h), as a
function of the rank h of the habitat. We show in Fig. S3 that more active (lower h) habitats tend to be
smaller on average, going from rg ≈ 10 km to rg ≈ 20 km as h goes from 1 to 3. However, we see a
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Figure S2: Additional habitat statistics. We plot the complementary cumulative distributions of habitat size (number of
unique locations within the habitat), habitat weight (number of calls placed from within the habitat), the fraction of days
during the nine-month window where the user was active and was observed in the habitat, and the habitat radius of gyration.
The gyradii distributions were also shown in main text Fig. 2a. We see that the primary habitat occupies most locations, the
majority of phone activity, and that most users are found in the habitat nearly every day. Thus the primary habitat captures the
majority of user dynamics.
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Figure S3: Habitat gyradius versus habitat rank. We see that the most active habitats
tend to be more compact spatially, on average, than those less frequented habitats. The
overall habitat size quickly saturates at around 25 − 30km, however, indicating an intrinsic
maximum spatial extent. Error bars represent ±1 s.e.

rapid saturation in rg to values typically between 25 to 30 km, for h > 5. This indicates that there is an
intrinsic upper bound on effective habitat spatial extent, further emphasizing their cohesive nature.

Finally, we also study the distribution of habitat entrance times t0(h), the time it takes for the user to
first enter a location within habitat h (t = 0 is the time of the user’s first call). In the main text we show
how the delay in entering habitats greatly alters the temporal scaling in rg, so that habitats grow only
logarithmically in time, distinct from the polylogarithmic growth reported in the literature for the full
mobility pattern [2, 4]. We present in Fig. S4 the complementary cumulative distributions of t0 for the
first three habitats, as well as the time it takes for the first call to occur (which can be thought of as t0 for
all locations). We see that the distribution for Habitat 1 is functionally similar to the total distribution,
while t0 for Habitats 2 and 3 tends to be higher in value. We see a minor dependence on the total mobility
extent, quantified with Rg: Users with higher Rg tend to wait longer before entering Habitat 1, perhaps
because they are more likely to be traveling far from home when data collection begins, while users
with lower Rg tend to wait slightly longer before entering Habitats 2 or 3, perhaps because they tend to
travel less frequently. These results further emphasize the fundamental role that mobility habitats play
in determining the magnitude and dynamics of human mobility and travel patterns.

S4 Demographic and communication effects

We decompose the sample population by self-reported age and gender, and present the results from main
text Fig. 5 with respect to different age and gender groups. Results for the different groups are shown
in Fig. S5a and S5b. We see the same overall features for these groups, with some small quantitative
differences, that we observed in the main text for the entire population. We also compare in Fig. S5c the
probability of calling the most frequent contact (PMFC) with the cumulative probabilities of calling the
top-two and top-three most frequently contacted communication partners. We see that the cumulative
probabilities exhibit a similar trend as PMFC with respect to mobility, suggesting that the relationship
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Interestingly, there is only a minor dependence on Rg: users with smaller values of Rg (red curve) tend to wait slightly longer
to enter these habitats.

between mobility patterns and interaction concentration captured by PMFC is stable over the most fre-
quently contacted partners.

S5 Data sparsity

There is an important factor to consider when using mobile phone data and that is how phone usage
affects measurements, as data are available only when users engage their mobile phones. While we
select active users using the criteria of [3], specifically intended to mitigate such problems, there still
exist many time periods where a user does not use the phone and thus we do not have any information.
We now study this in further detail.

We compute for each user the fraction of hours q, out of the nine-month window, where the user
is not active. In Fig. S6 we plot the distribution of q over the 90k users; we see that users are inactive
on average around 75% of the time. (This distribution, and its consequences, was also discussed in
[3].) While this may seem problematic at first, we are able to proceed because we are integrating over
such a long time window, extracting robust amounts of data for the quantities we are interested in. For
example, in Fig. S6 we also plot the number of communication partners k, the distance between the first
and second habitats d(h1, h2), and the total gyradius Rg, all as a function of the missing fraction q. We
see almost no trend or dependence on q. Meaning that users missing data 40% of the time give the same
or similar statistics as users missing data 80% of the time, for example. Only for the gyradius do we see
a small drop in Rg for larger values of q. We note, however, that even this trend remains within 1 s.d. and
is thus not significant.

S6 Controls and hypothesis tests

We introduce Habitat controls to determine how meaningful the discovered habitats are, where we use
different groupings of mobility locations to form control or null habitats. To compute habitat controls
we form randomized habitats by shuffling locations between the original habitats at random in such a
way as to preserve for each user both the number of habitats and the number of locations per habitat,
strictly controlling for the size distributions of the habitats. These control for the nature of the groupings
we find and whether or not it is meaningful for particular locations to share a habitat.

To begin, in Fig. S7a-c we show the temporal evolution of the gyradius rg(t) vs. t for the first three
habitats. We study three sets of users, with total Rg ≈ 10, 30, and 100 km, respectively. For all groups
we see that rg ∼ log(t − t0), amplifying the results from main text Fig. 3d. Meanwhile, in Fig. S7d-f
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exhibit similar trends as PMFC with respect to the mobility measures. Overall, the primary difference for the demographic
groups is the average value of their respective PMFC. After accounting for this, we observe the same relationships between
PMFC and mobility.
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Figure S6: Missing data do not affect most statistics.
Mobile phone data is inherently incomplete since data is
only available when users place calls. We apply the selec-
tion criteria used in [3] to mitigate the missing data issue.
When considering the fraction of hours q without data out
of the 34 weeks, we see that users are typically missing
data ≈ 75% of the time (a). One may expect this to cause
bias, yet for a number of measures (b–d) we see almost
no trend in the shaded region (containing ≈ 95% of the
population). Only for the gyradius (d) do we see a minor
dependence for higher values of q. These results indicate
that our measures are not sensitive to missing data. Error
bars indicate ±1 s.d.
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Figure S7: Temporal evolution of gyradius for real and null habitats. (a-c) Real habitats. The temporal evolution of〈
rg(h)
〉
∼ log (t − t0) in all cases for user groups with total Rg ≈ 10, 30, and 100 km. Straight lines indicate fits of the form

rg = A log (t − t0) + B, for constants A and B. (d-f) Null habitats. The same as a-c but for randomized control habitats,
constructed for each user by randomly reshuffling locations between habitats while preserving the number of habitats and the
number of locations within each habitat. We see the pure logarithmic scaling of rg is lost.

we show the same quantities but for the shuffled habitats where locations are randomized. We see that
the pure logarithmic time evolution is lost, indicating that the evolution we observe is not due to the
relative sizes (numbers of locations) of the habitats, nor to simply the number of habitats, but due more
fundamentally to their spatial structure and the spatiotemporal flows of the users.

Meanwhile, the results from main text Fig. 5 show an intriguing relationship between human mo-
bility and communication activity. Here we quantify the relationship using the Kendall’s τ (tau-b) rank
correlation coefficient [12], which is a nonparametric hypothesis test used to measure the association
between two measured quantities. The coefficient τ > 0 indicates positive association, τ < 0 indicates
negative association, and τ = 0 indicates the absence of association.

Mobility is evaluated by the number of habitats NH and the total gyradius Rg, while interaction
concentration is quantified by the probability of calling the most frequent contact PMFC, the cumulative
probability of calling the top-three most frequently contacted partners CMFC, and the total number of
partners k.

In Table S1, we see a negative association between NH and PMFC (as well as CMFC), while NH and k
are positively correlated. This suggests that people who are more habitually mobile (with more habitats)
tend to distribute their communication over more contacted ties.

An association between Rg and the communication measures at first appears absent. However, when
separating users who possess only a single habitat (NH = 1) from those who don’t (NH > 1), we discover
that the relationship with Rg shows two opposing trends: for users with a single habitat, Rg grows with
PMFC; when users have more than one habitat, their PMFC begin to drop. These correlations suggest a
coupling between mobility habitats and interaction concentration, which cannot be captured by a single
Rg value.
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Table S1: Nonparametric correlations between mobility and communication. We quantify the relationship between mo-
bility (columns) and communication (rows) using Kendall’s τ rank correlation coefficient. User mobility is evaluated by the
number of habitats NH and the gyradius Rg, and their concentration is evaluated by PMFC, CMFC (the cumulative probability of
calling any of the three most frequently contacted partners) and k (the number of partners). Each table entry shows the coef-
ficient τ and its corresponding p-value (parenthesis). We see a negative association between NH and PMFC (and CMFC), while
NH and k are positively correlated. An association between Rg and the communication measures appears absent. However,
when separating users with a single habitat (NH = 1) from the rest (NH > 1), we see that the growth of Rg has two opposite
trends: within a single habitat, Rg grows with PMFC; when users have more than one habitat, PMFC begin to drop. This implies
a coupling between mobility habitats and interaction concentration, one that cannot be captured by Rg alone.

Mobility

Communication NH Rg Rg (NH = 1) Rg (NH > 1)

PMFC −0.133 (< 2.2 × 10−16) −0.00648 (0.0039) 0.354 (< 2.2 × 10−16) −0.0324 (< 2.2 × 10−16)
CMFC −0.153 (< 2.2 × 10−16) −0.0127 (1.7 × 10−8) 0.358 (< 2.2 × 10−16) −0.0369 (< 2.2 × 10−16)
k 0.214 (< 2.2 × 10−16) −0.0728 (< 2.2 × 10−16) −0.44 (< 2.2 × 10−16) −0.0619 (< 2.2 × 10−16)
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